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Mayor’s Ofﬁce honors Parmalat USA and
Armful of Help for helplng the needy

Parmalat USA, an interna-
tional food manufacturing cor-
poration, and Armful of Help, a
national charitable religious or-
ganization, are recognized for
their benevolent work with the
poor and needy.

This past week, Tom
LaBonge, Special Assistant to
the Mayor Richard Riordan of
LLos Angeles, California pre-
sented Betty Ortega of Parmalat
USA and Susan McElroy of
Armful of Help with the
“Mayor’s Certificate of Appre-
ciation”: *“The Mayor’s Certifi-
cate is awarded... for outstand-
ing efforts and accomplishments
which have been of great benefit
to your community and particu-
larly to the City of Los Angeles.”

Ms. McElroy said, “Armful of
Help deeply appreciates the rec-
ognition ofappreciation from the
city of Los Angeles. At a time
when most Americans are enjoy-
ing the benefits of a strong
economy, we should not forget the
large number of hungry and poor

people throughout our country
We want to thank the mayor’s
office, and we particularly want
tothank Parmalat USA for help-
ing us feed the needy.”

Armful of Help has been able
to expand its distribution to the
poor and needy in cities through-
out the country because of
Parmalat USA. Parmalat contrib-
utes milk, canned goods, dried
fruit and nuts, cereals, bread, pea-
nut butter, pasta, and other food
products to Armful of Help. Its
milk is particularly suitable for
charitable distribution since it re-
mains good to drink for six
months without refrigeration.
Parmalat milk is pasteurized at
twice the temperature of regular
milk, killing all bacteria. It is
hormone and chemical free.

Armful of Help, a twenty-six
year old organization, also provides
the poor with other household
items such as clothing, blankets
and furniture, pays utility and hos-
pital bills, and it helps those who
seek spiritual help.
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Left to right Betty Ortega of Parmalat USA, Susan McElroy of
Armful of Help, and Tom LaBonge, Special Assistant to Mayor
Richard Riordan of Los Angeles.

Besides giving directly to the
poor, Armful of Help also gives
large donations to other chari-
table organizations including:
The Salvation Army; Feed the
Children, the Bowery Mission
and City Harvest in NYC; Sev-
enth Day Adventists; Family

Christian Outreach in Dallas;
City Rescue Missions in At-
lanta, Oklahoma City and Los
Angeles; the Midnight Mission
and the Los Angeles Mission in
LA and Pasadena, and the
World Children’s Center in In-
dia, to name just a few,



